PROTEST IN RESPONSE TO ARTICLE IN RIA-NOVOSTI

 

                                                                   PROTEST
 

On 23 July 2014, there appeared an article published by the “Ria-Novosti” news agency in Moscow (later the same article appeared in Baku, although somewhat revised) containing an especially pointed and harsh attack on myself personally, and the Centre for East European Studies, which I have the privilege to head.

Not wishing to get into any discussions or corrections concerning the aforesaid article, I wish only to declare the following:

1)     Contrary to  the main thesis of the article, the Centre for East European Studies, from its inception nearly 25 years ago, is an academic institution of the University of Warsaw and solely carries out academic undertakings –  conferences, journals, publications, schools, internships and scholarships, as well as university studies: bachelor’s, master’s and post-graduate degrees in “Eastern Studies”.

2)     It has been and continues to be a point of honour for my colleagues and I – who were there during the Centre’s beginnings – that our views originate from the spirit, values and ideals of the “Solidarność” movement. What this means now is it that we continue to respect the ideals and values for which “Solidarność” once fought.

3)     Calling me a “relentless nationalist of the extremist type…” is an outright falsehood and insult to me personally. Anyone who knows me and knows my views, not to mention my work and the accomplishments of the Centre over the past 25 years, can without a doubt attest to the falsehood of these allegations.

4)     It is an outright lie to suggest that the Centre has any sort of relationship or ties with any Polish or American security agencies, whatsoever. The Centre does not and has never received any funding from any security agency. The budget of the Centre comes from finances provided by the University of Warsaw, the Ministry of Science and Higher Education, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

5)     The assertions that: the Centre carries out any kind of subversive training as part of its scholarship programs for candidates from the East, that  our university studies are “a complex professional course for the preparation of spies and subversive elements” and that “the majority of study time is allocated to ideological work and not university studies”, are categorically false .

The “Eastern Studies” program is public and available on our website www.studium.uw.edu.pl.The Centre’s activity is not secret and, of course, is not illegal, as the author of the article claims.

The acceptance of scholarship candidates, giving them the opportunity of education and personal growth, cannot be treated as “breaking international law” and nowhere in the democratic world is it so considered.

6) One of the outcomes of the Centre’s work – resulting from our approach to scholarship recipients – is sincere relations during the students’ studies and time in Poland, as well as later, after the completion of their studies.  I was unaware that these types of relations can come to be termed “Malicki’s sect”. I was also unaware that I was the head of some special organization, not to mention a secret one. But the simple fact of keeping and maintaining relationships with various graduates, from whom I have received hundreds of messages of support after the publication of the article in “Ria-Novosti”, only leaves me with a feeling of great pride.

7) I have informed the leadership of the University of Warsaw concerning this media attack on it and its workers. The University authorities are currently considering legal action against the author of the article.Similarly, a collective suit by lecturers of the Centre for East European Studies is being considered, in connection with the violation of the institute’ s good name.

The above statement is not a polemic with the article that appeared in “Ria-Novosti”, as with an article of this kind this would be equally impossible, as well as unwarranted. Whoever familiarizes themselves with the contents of the article will make up their own mind. Sapienti sat. 

The above statement was not prepared solely on the grounds that the article in “Ria- Novosti” concerns myself and the Centre’s team of workers, or the Polish students and graduates. If such were the case, it might be possible to suffer such a publication in silence. Nonetheless, it also gravely affects our Eastern graduates, students and candidates of our study program, our various schools and scholarship programs.

I deemed that, first and foremost, with regard to them, falsehoods and lies must be called out for what they are.

Jan Malicki 

Warsaw, 2 August 2014

