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Discourse on ethnic minorities 
anD civic integration in georgia’s 
official public sphere

Zviad abashidZe (GeorGia)
Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

The issues of ethnic minorities and the civic integration 
process has became a troublesome issue of post-commu-
nist Georgia. After the break up of the Soviet Union the 
country witnessed two ‘ethno-political conflicts’ (Abk-
hazia and South Ossetia) and received a large number 
of Azeri and Armenian minorities who are mostly alien-
ated from official political-public sphere.  The period of 
1990-91 is one of the most complex and decisive times 
in the contemporary political history of Georgia, that 
determined many political developments and trajecto-
ries in Georgia. In 1990 Georgia held its first multiparty 
democratic elections that changed the communist gov-
ernment and in 1991 the country officially declared the 
restoration of its independence.  The period laid the cor-
nerstones of today’s Georgian statehood.
According to Rogers Brubaker’s prominent thesis, one 
of the characterized features of post-communist states 
was the policies which he characterizes as “nationaliz-
ing”. Such policies consider the new nation-state build-
ing process mostly as creation of ethnic homogenous 
and exclusive society. Post-communist nation and state-
building processes prove Brubaker’s views in many cases, 
but sometimes it requires some reconsiderations and 
further discussions. Georgia’s post-communist case may 
serve as such an example.
For many commentators and post-communist theorists 
(e.g. Stephen Jones, Thomas De Waal and etc) Georgia’s 
first post-communist President Zviad Gamsakhurdia 
laid the cornerstone for ethnic tensions and alienation 

in post-communist Georgia. There is a quite widespread 
view in Georgian and in foreign literature that Gam-
sakhurdia made the slogan “Georgia for Georgians” an 
integral part of his official policies. According to such 
views, Gamsakhurdia’s principal goal was to establish an  
ethnically homogenous and exclusive society. 
In our presentation, we will try to demonstrate Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia’s position towards ethnic minorities and 
civic integration according to his official speeches, state-
ments and interviews and test the above-mentioned 
views. Our presentation is based on discourse analysis 
approaches the position from different perspectives. If 
we analyze and consider Gamsakhurdia’s  official speech-
es, statements and interviews, we will face different reali-
ties that are in many cases described in numerous works 
and accounts. Gamsakhurdia’s official speeches, state-
ments and interviews are free from discriminatory and 
exclusive connotations; one is unable to find any slogan 
with the title “Georgia for Georgians”.
Therefore, once again, it is possible to conclude that 
Rogers Brubaker’s thesis on “nationalizing policies” re-
quires some further reconsiderations if we take into the 
account the Georgian case of 1990-91.

memory reshapeD: post-soviet films about 
the russian revolution 

elena baraban (Canada)
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg

The absence of large-scale public celebrations on the 
occasion of the centennial of the October Revolution 
confirmed that the Soviet framework for telling a story 
about the Revolution collapsed along with the Soviet 
Union. The anniversary, however, inspired a new cycle 

WeeC 2019 abstraCts



Warsaw East European Conference 2019 – Abstracts

8    ABSTRACTS WEEC 2019

of discussions and popular representations of the Revo-
lution. What is the cultural significance of these narra-
tives? How do they relate to the previous interpretations 
of the Revolution? 
I examine two Russian television serials “The Demon of 
the Revolution” (dir. Vladimir Khotinenko, 2017)  and 
“Trotsky” (dirs. Alexander Kott and Konstantin Statskii, 
2017) released on major TV channels in Russia. As of 
2018, the award-winning “Trotsky” is also available inter-
nationally through Netflix. Relying on the methodology 
of memory studies (Halbwachs, Hyussen), poststructur-
alism (Baudrillard), and cultural studies, I demonstrate 
that despite their different focus (Trotsky, Parvus, Lenin) 
these series share the same ideological basis. They show 
the Revolution as a foreign import and the leaders of the 
Revolution as selfish traitors who, while using financial 
assistance from Germany, destroyed Russia from within. 
Highly entertaining, these narratives help to form a nega-
tive view of the Revolution while gutting out its ideologi-
cal, historical, and political significance as an event that 
was a result of a long-term political and social crisis and 
that was supported by the masses. Furthermore, in the cli-
mate of drastic social and political changes in manyform-
er socialist countries, such narratives educate the viewer 
about the value of stability, evolutionary path of social and 
political development, and non-acceptance of revolutions 
in general, including the so-called coloured revolutions.

is human capital effectively useD 
in the social anD labor sphere? 
(the case of ukraine)

olena brintseva (Ukraine)
Kyiv National Economic University named after 
Vadym Hetman

The paper examines the state of the social and labor 
sphere in Ukraine in 2004-2018. An Index of the state of 
the social and labor sphere is proposed, which will ensure 
timely tracking of the dynamics of its key parameters: av-
erage monthly wages; level of economic activity; the share 
of the population employed in the informal sector of the 
economy in the total number of the employed popula-
tion; and the share of workers who carry out work in con-
ditions that do not meet sanitary and hygienic standards 
in the number of full-time employees. It is determined 
that the last 15 years have been quite complicated for 
Ukraine, it can even be argued that the crisis phenomena 
in all spheres of life were of a permanent nature. Asym-
metries in the social and labor sphere of Ukraine do not 
provide sufficient opportunities for the productive use 
of human capital, while failing to provide sufficient re-
sources for its reproduction. This leads to an increase in 
the migration processes, especially to the EU countries.

reforming intelligence in the post-
soviet space. the romanian lesson

Florian Coldea (romania)
“Mihai Viteazul“ National Intelligence Academy, 
Bucharest 

Romanian Intelligence services in the former  Soviet coun-
tries have a common past, many common traits and, 
I dare say, a common future. Their future is based on de-
mocratization, on providing security while regaining the 
hearts and minds of their native populations, as well as the 
confidence of other democratic partners. Those were dif-
ficult processes for all states in the region,  Romania being 
no exception. There were many  incentives and  pressures 
for positive developments in Eastern European countries` 
intelligence, under the imperative of ensuring national 
security: times of serious trouble, such as the post 9/11 
world, accession to NATO and EU structures which seri-
ously raised the bar, holding them to very high standards 
and making it necessary to perform in order to also sup-
port partners, the galloping evolution of globalization and 
communication and information technology, new coun-
terintelligence challenges with Russian attempts to regain 
regional and global influence, new customers to inform 
and an unprecedented amount of information to process. 
The first factor of change was obviously the transition 
from secret police organizations in dictatorships to securi-
ty services apt to support democracies, with adequate safe-
guards protecting human rights and liberties. Oversight, 
integration and respecting the checks and balances system 
were essential steps in this regard, provided they would 
also allow for optimal efficiency in fulfilling missions. And 
it is worth mentioning that NATO and EU membership 
has promoted much deeper intelligence reform than was 
the case of states  bordering those  alliances. As a direct 
participant to the painstaking process of reforming the 
Romanian Intelligence Service, I can firmly state it was, 
eventually, a success. It was an illustrative example of how 
intelligence can be a contributor to society`s democratiza-
tion. Adequate legislation, sufficient oversight, intensive 
efforts to be more transparent and slowly build a security 
culture have gained the trust of civil society, decision mak-
ers and domestic and foreign partners and have allowed 
for substantial operational successes.

‘Dirty poetry’: the bolshoi theater anD 
the chilDren of rosenthal

PhiliP deCker (United kinGdom)
Lincoln College, University of Oxford

This paper recounts, analyzes and puts into historical 
context the Bolshoi Theater’s Rosenthal scandal of 2005. 
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The Children of Rosenthal, an opera with music by St. 
Petersburg composer Leonid Desyatnikov and libretto 
by controversial writer Vladimir Sorokin, opened at the 
Bolshoi on 23 March 2005 in that theater’s first premiere 
of a new opera in more than two decades. Rosenthal tells 
the story of a geneticist who clones five composers in the 
1970s—Mozart, Wagner, Tchaikovsky, Verdi and Mus-
sorgsky—and raises them in a Soviet laboratory. After 
the collapse of the USSR, the five composers are forced 
to live on the streets of Moscow as street performers and 
become caught up in a dispute with a petty criminal. 
Due both to the opera’s postmodern style and its asso-
ciation with Sorokin, who in 2002 had been accused 
by the state of promoting pornography, The Children 
of Rosenthal generated a political scandal, a parliamen-
tary investigation and calls for stricter regulations of the 
Bolshoi’s repertoire. Duma deputy Sergei Neverov stat-
ed that “we should prevent the staging of Mr. Sorokin’s 
vulgar plays in the theater which is a symbol of Russian 
culture,” while Anatoly Iksanov, then-director of the 
Bolshoi, compared the backlash to Stalinist censorship 
and declared that “the theater will decide itself what it 
puts on, when and with whom.” This paper considers 
Rosenthal a commentary on taboos in Russian society 
and politics, and a telling barometer of the boundaries 
of acceptable creative expression during the first Putin 
presidency. In addition, the paper situates the political 
reaction to Rosenthal within the history of the Bolshoi 
Theater as a site of state power and a reflection of its 
values. It argues that the Rosenthal controversy was both 
a function of Russian authorities’ loss of control over 
public culture after the fall of the USSR and a prelude 
to the more systematic campaign of arts censorship that 
has developed since 2005. In examining this case study, 
the paper seeks to contribute to the study of post-Soviet 
censorship and the continuing legacy of Soviet music 
and theater politics in Russia. 

urban civic activism in contemporary 
georgia

salome dUndUa (GeorGia)
Tbilisi State University

In Georgia after the collapse of the Soviet Union the 
main sphere of civil activity was mostly limited to is-
sues of election rights, freedom of speech, opinion or 
religion, legal and constitutional matters. Nowadays it 
is a fact that the themes of civil activism is more diverse 
than ever and entails social as well as cultural heritage 
and environmental issues. 
In this article we analyze the case of one of the most 
inclusive and successful urban movements in Georgia 
which is the “Protect Gudiashvili Square” Movement. 

This movement has one explicit main aim: to protect 
cultural heritage - Gudiashvili square, one of the oldest 
spaces (XIX century) in Tbilisi from “modernization”.  
Within the research we use the combination of two 
powerful theories: one of it is the resource mobilization 
theory (Tilly and McAdams) that attempts to explain 
that social movement’s success depends on resources 
such as time, money, skills and the ability to use them; 
and the second is Castells’ urban space as collective con-
sumption theory.
The research is based on the qualitative research meth-
odology and aims to determine: 
1. Why this activism was successful; 
2. Which actors determined the directionality of the 

process, what is the degree of their participation?
        Throughout the research we obtained and analyzed 
both primary and secondary data using the following 
qualitative methodology. We analyzed the contents of 
Georgian periodic publications, different internet sourc-
es, governmental decrees, decisions and other official 
documents about the issue in general. I have conducted 
in-depth interviews with NGO representatives organ-
izing the movement. 
        As a result we can conclude:
•	 One of the main factors of succeeds of Gudiashvili 

Square protest action is that there was a right use 
of time, skills and human resources.

•	 NGOs tried to increase awareness of the citizens 
and used various methods to combat investors and 
in some sense, the state system correspondingly. 

•	 The Gudiashvili square became a spatial area in the 
campaign, where any person could express Him-
self/Herself in a desired format – concerts, exhi-
bition-sales and other kinds of cultural activities. 

•	 Explicitly evident was only business interest, while 
government inclusion was quite low.    

a small state’s role in the euro-atlantic 
area: potential changes in lithuania’s 
foreign policy

ieva GajaUskaitė (lithUania)
General Jonas Žemaitis Military Academy of 
Lithuania, Vilnius

Nowadays Lithuania is expressing support for a common 
European military and a leading role for Germany and 
France in this process (Dalia Grybauskaitė, 2018). On 
the other hand, Lithuania is a NATO member and links 
national security with the Alliance (Dalia Grybauskaitė, 
2018). The report on Lithuania’s role in the Euro-Atlantic 
partnership is based on Role theory. The main goal is to 
define the main roles of Lithuania that are relevant to the 
Lithuanian foreign policy decision-making process and 
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apply them to an analysis of Lithuania’s foreign policy in 
the context of contemporary Euro-Atlantic relations. The 
main scientific problem is defined as a question: which 
characteristics of social roles would define and allow to 
predict Lithuania’s foreign policy in the crisis of the EU 
and US relations after the 2019 Lithuania’s Presidential 
elections? The research is based on the theoretical as-
sumption that Lithuania’s agency in the EU and NATO 
represents political actions of policy-makers within the 
constraints of the given structure and particular situation.

ups anD Downs in the v4 transitional 
process

laUra valeria GheorGhiU (aUstria)
Karl Franzens Universitaet Graz

The V4 countries are nowadays far from what the West-
ern political narrative had prescribed to them! Instead of 
a happy jump out of a totalitarian system to a full de-
mocracy, they have experienced unpredictable histories 
with ups and downs as well as dramatic turns from one 
stage to radically different others. Some issues, however, 
strike any scholar looking deep into the phenomenon: 
these countries moved from a cultural openness in the 
early ‘90 s through a whimsical channel towards an al-
most closed nationalism and need of self-assertion ir-
respective of any political price to be paid. 
My aim is to identify the main stages of this process, 
code their grounds and see what makes V4 countries 
still a special case, apart from both dogmas and from 
perceived mainstream European politics. What was the 
relation (if any) between the fall of communism and the 
rise of nationalism; did they need the migration crisis 
for this or was it somehow in the room, already? Why 
did the party system perform so badly as to induce so 
many new entries, short-lived and strange coalitions?  
Was it civil society that produced the change in ‘89 or 
just an elite which was already eroded and weakened? 
Where is the society in this picture and why do illiberal 
leaders gain much more support than any rational dis-
course? How shall we tackle the large disappointment 
that emerged after joining the EU despite the long-term 
desire and struggle to catch-up with the club? Was it a 
defence of democratic forces or just a natural path to be 
taken when several kinds of transformations overlap? At 
the end of the game, is V4 a fallen story, a forseeable one 
or just an ordinary, civilised change of political regime?
I wish to find out the main common trends and to draw 
the route these countries took up to now. What I expect 
is to get some reasons for their present approach to EU 
reform to be taken as well as for their over-all attitude 
despite of not having met the transitional handbook’s 
previsions.

the brave new Democracy in armenia

lilit hayraPetyan (Poland)
University of Warsaw

In the surge of authoritarianism in the world, the Arme-
nian velvet revolution threw down a bold challenge to 
the international community, overthrowing in a peace-
ful manner the corrupt regime that had been plundering 
the country throughout the last twenty years. Armenia, 
being an old nation, is a young state with a limited his-
tory of democracy yet a clear understanding that de-
mocracy is the only possible scenario of development 
for the nation.
Armenia entered the year 2018 with 20 % unemploy-
ment, almost 30 % of the population living on less than 
$3 a day, an extremely tight credit market, crumbling 
infrastructure, a dangerously low birth rate, and stag-
gering emigration, while the party in office insisted that 
everything was going smoothly. In April 2018 when it 
seemed like the hope for democratic and fair elections 
had already faded away, a parliamentarian from the op-
position, Mr. Nikol Pashinyan, stood up the against the 
regime and in a peaceful manner gathered around him 
the whole nation in an act of protest against a regime 
that had led the country to the brink of total failure. The 
revolution, called velvet as no blood had been shed, took 
place, the old regime was replaced by bold new people, 
aiming at changing Armenia, yet the problems of the 
country remained unsolved. The new government had 
to admit that corruption had hit not only the political 
or economic sector but all the institutions of Armenia. 
Thus, the first step that the new government had to take 
up was to launch a campaign against an oligarchy that 
had a tight grip over the economy of the country by 
keeping the level of the shadow economy at the level of 
36% of its overall GDP. The campaign brought some 
positive results, several oligarchs were arrested, others 
fled the country yet Armenia still lacks institutional tools 
to create a democratic state and to defeat corruption. 
Democracy is not just voting, as even in the USSR every 
citizen voted though it was only for appearance’s sake. In 
a truly democratic country elections are fraudless, press 
freedom and civil rights are respected, the corruption 
level is as low as to permit the country to develop and 
strengthen its economy. Armenia is still in search for its 
way of democracy. The previous government’s political 
culture could be described as the culture of legislated 
gangsterism, while the new Parliament has no culture 
whatsoever. In 2019 Armenia’s newborn democracy 
found itself thrown back to the level of Central Europe-
an democracies after the collapse of the USSR. What will 
be the future of Armenian democracy? Will corruption 
be defeated? What kind of political culture will develop 
in the country in the upcoming years? How to create 
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a civil society in a country that underwent kleptocratic 
and authoritarian regime in its modern history? These 
are only some of the issues to be addressed to in the near 
future. In my project I’d like to present an analysis of the 
current situation and some possible scenarios solutions 
for overcoming the above-mentioned problems.

the Decommunization process in bulgaria 
after 1989 – an monument-baseD analysis 
of the changes in the  public  space

lUsine hovhannisyan (armenia)
University of Warsaw

This work includes representation of the decommunisa-
tion process in Bulgaria after the fall of communism, 
that is, from 1989 to the present day, in the public area. 
In addition to the descriptive part, the thesis also in-
cludes the interpretation of the main process: its origins, 
course and follow-up consequences shown in the con-
text of the most recent history of Bulgaria.

foreign Direct investment as the key to 
economic transformation

riChard hUnter (United states oF ameriCa)
Seton Hall University, South Orange, New Jersey

This paper will consider the implications, benefits, and 
unique aspects of foreign direct investment in Poland 
over the period of the past twenty-five years in the con-
text of Poland’s membership in the European Union in 
light of recent political developments that may threaten 
to upset the progress that has been made over the same 
period.

the consequences of brexit for 
european security architecture: 
future scenarios

vytaUtas isoda (lithUania)
General Jonas Žemaitis Military Academy of 
Lithuania, Vilnius

The European Security Architecture inherited from the 
Cold War period includes the institutional rules of a 
number of key international organizations, in particular 
NATO, the EU and the OSCE, of which the majority 
of European countries are members, as well as certain 
informal statuses and patterns of behavior accepted by 
most European countries. In spring 2019 the United 
Kingdom is expected to withdraw from the EU, which 

is one of the key institutional axes of the European se-
curity architecture. This will potentially affect the fu-
ture of the entire organization and, as a consequence, 
the security situation on the whole continent. Using the 
methodology of scenario-building – which is still ‘exot-
ic’ in mainstream political science – this article aims to 
put forth a set of alternative scenarios with regards to 
the development of European security architecture. To 
do so, it employs four ‘driving variables’ – 1) US en-
gagement, 2) threats of regional scale, 3) German (and 
French) leadership in promoting European integration, 
and 4) the stability of British domestic politics – and 
cross-combines them in different ways. Eventually three 
alternative scenarios of European security are derived: 1) 
A Closer European Security and Defense Union, 2) A 
New Cold War, and 3) Revival of Global ‘Anglo-Sphere’; 
however, as it is usual of scenario-building methodology 
in political science, simultaneous and only partial mate-
rialization of all three scenarios can be expected in the 
medium-term future.

new faces of eastern european migration: 
georgians in greece, molDovans in 
romania, ukrainians in polanD

olGa khabibUlina (Poland)
Centre for East European Studies, University of 
Warsaw / Graduate School for Social Research, 
Polish Academy of Sciences

After signing Association Agreements between EU and 
Georgia and Moldova (in 2016) as well as Ukraine (in 
2017), the latter have stepped onto the path of reform-
ing not only their foreign policy but domestic policies 
as well. Close economic and social cooperation with the 
EU countries forced Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine to 
face the challenges of short- and long-term migration 
resulting from the introduction of a visa-free regime to 
their citizens.
The following paper shows the processes that Georgian, 
Moldovan and Ukrainian migrants tackle in the coun-
tries of their current residence questioning the reasons 
for migration and analysing their attitude towards their 
resident country’s culture. 
The key content is based on the author’s research re-
sults comparing the need for cultural expression among 
migrants from Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. The re-
search was based on synopsis results of 30 semi-struc-
tured, in-depth individual interviews conducted in 
Greece, Romania and Poland with migrants from Geor-
gia, Moldova and Ukraine respectively in November 
2018-April 2019. 
As the overall outcome of the research, the author pro-
poses the categories of labour, scholarship and culture as 
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the key factors characterizing the high level of migrating 
people to the EU. Also the notion of Eastern European 
transnationalism in cultural adaptation of migrants is 
constructed taking into account features of sending and 
receiving cultures. 
The paper concludes that current trends in migration 
to the EU from the Eastern European countries have 
acquired “faces” different from the other geographical 
migrant streams being characterised with extreme lan-
guage flexibility, inter-twinned art cooperation, entre-
preneurship and scholarship migration. 

historical policy in belarus 

aliaksandr kraUtseviCh (Belarus)
University of Warsaw, Centre 
for Belarusian Studies

Historical policy in Belarus is heterogeneous and is con-
ducted separately by the authorities and civil society.
Authorities continue the soviet tradition and pay special 
attention to the worship of the memory of people and 
events of the Soviet Union.
Praise of the German-Soviet War 1941-1945 takes a 
central place in the history of Lukashenko’s regime 
policy.
At the same time, an independent society honors the 
memory of the hero and the events of national history 
from the Middle Ages and sometimes, achieves the rec-
ognition from the authorities.

norD stream 2: current state of the 
project anD its implications for european 
energy security

niCola mellere (italy)
University of Bologna

Since the announcement of the construction of the 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline in 2015, many controversies 
and conflicts appeared and are still present on the Euro-
pean political scene. This paper aims to explain and to 
clarify the current state of Nord Stream 2 project and to 
outline its implications for European Energy Security. 
The paper begins with an overview of the history of the 
whole Nord Stream project, which started many years 
ago in 1997. Then there is a focus on the controversies 
regarding Nord Stream 2 that currently are present and 
threaten the realization of the pipeline. In particular, 
there is an explanation about what the United States, 
the European Union and Denmark are doing in order 
to protect their own interests that are undermined by 
the Nord Stream 2 project. Among other things, there is 

a special focus on the European Gas Directive of 2009, 
which was amended in February 2019 and which could 
bring into question the realization of the pipeline. To 
conclude this first part, I decided to draw up some pos-
sible outcomes of the present conflicting situation. 
The second part of the paper illustrates the effects of 
Nord Stream 2 on European politics and economics. 
The main positive aspects, are mentioned but above all 
the negative ones. This second part explains the impor-
tance of energy in Russian foreign policy, enumerates 
the problems created by increasing European depend-
ence on Russian gas and examines the gas role in the 
debate on decarbonization. The political aspects men-
tioned in the paper concern the impact of Nord Stream 
2 on the European Union member states’ internal rela-
tions, the consequences that the project would have on 
Germany, also from an economical point of view, and 
especially the Ukrainian situation in this scenario.
Nord Stream 2 is a project which does not help to 
strengthen the unity not only within the European Un-
ion, but also within the whole Western World. It actu-
ally goes in the opposite way with respect to these at-
tempts and in view of what has happened in the last few 
years it can be affirmed that Nord Stream 2 is the last 
thing that the Western World needs.

broken european memories anD 
recovereD national consciousness

veroniCa mihalaChe (romania)
“Mihai Viteazul” National Intelligence Academy, 
Bucharest

This paper brings into discussion a concept that has not 
yet been distinctively and uniquely defined, but which, 
in the same time, can be considered a classical one, 
thanks to the establishment of the theoretical basis of 
the social fields of memory in 1925 by the sociologist 
Maurice Halbwachs. Basically, any past memory reaches 
the fields of human memory causing a process of per-
petual transformation.
The social fields of memory are pieces of collective 
memory, past memories that are dominant and persis-
tent in time, which offer explicit historical and social 
coordinates that lead to the interpretation of the past 
and the orientation of present values. Both public and 
collective environments offer the individual social and 
historical coordinates as well as a certain orientation of 
these values, an implicit ideology, so that the individual 
is influenced, and in time, even shaped by these coordi-
nates and values that are implicitly transmitted by the 
social fields of memory.
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transformations of young generation 
iDentity of the ukrainian minority in the 
post-moDern era

tetyana oUerGhi (Ukraine)
University of Warsaw

In the modern world, in times of such rapid civilizational 
changes (globalization, migrations, etc.) and an over-
whelming drive for work and career, existential questions 
bothering the human individual become particularly 
important, and taking up the topic related to the trans-
formation of modern man’s identity to the civilization 
changes of the 21st century becomes a challenge.
The sphere that has been subjected to detailed analysis 
is the national minority as a phenomenon of social life, 
which is becoming more and more visible in the 21st 
century and increasingly determines the daily life and 
functioning of society.
The subject of national minorities is usually socially sen-
sitive, politically delicate and legally complex. In parallel 
with the debate on migration, it triggers a discussion 
about the role they play, can and should be played by 
ethnic and national minorities living in the countries 
of the European Union. In the 20th century, the phe-
nomenon of multiculturalism was marginalized, and 
minorities were treated as a threat to the sovereignty of 
the nation state.
Despite the fact that almost one million people in Po-
land identify with a nationality different than Polish, na-
tional minorities are a regional phenomenon in Poland. 
Their problems, apart from the local environment, are 
generally completely unknown. Poles, especially from 
central Poland, do not meet with national minorities on 
a daily basis, they know a lot about them and incorrectly 
estimate their number, significantly lowering it. Ques-
tions about nationality and the national language asked 
during the last census caused much controversy, trigger-
ing stereotypes, prejudices, fears of unequal treatment, 
and even ethnic conflicts.

’information DisorDer’ anD what ukraine 
is Doing about it. an analysis of ukraine’s 
policies anD actions to combat russia-
generateD ‘information DisorDer’

tetiana Poliak-GrUjić (Ukraine)
Independent Expert, Kyiv

It is a conventional wisdom that information is power, 
but even more power lies in the manner in which it is 
being (mis)used. Disinformation, misinformation, ma-
linformation, all parts of so-called ‘information disor-
der’, are phenomena that seem to be wreaking havoc 

worldwide nowadays. Based on the dimensions of harm 
and falseness, these types of information mainly serve 
to distort domestic or foreign political sentiment, fre-
quently in order to achieve a strategic or geopolitical 
outcome. The creation, (re)production and distribution 
of ‘information disorder’ have become easy to complete. 
Large variety of messages, agents that create them and 
recipients that interpret them add to the amplification 
of public discourses. 
Mixed blessings, Internet and social media, have taken the 
attempts to influence people’s minds and actions, over-
whelmingly in a malevolent way, to the next level. Their 
emergence has brought fundamental changes to the way 
information is produced, communicated and distributed 
and thus has given new momentum to the phenomenon 
of ‘information disorder’. Information consumption 
has become public by dint of social media, which are 
essentially driven by the sharing of emotional content. 
The speed of information dissemination has been super-
charged due to expansion of mobile technology, and it has 
become more difficult for people to judge on the credibil-
ity of information, making it less likely to be challenged.
The effects of ‘information disorder’, in combination 
with online technologies, are proving to be devastating. 
It destabilizes public discourse, including through hate 
speech, undermines general belief in democratic insti-
tutions and can bring tangible, detrimental impact on 
the nations. It is also acknowledged to be a threat to 
national, international and civilian security.
Ukraine knows very well what information manipula-
tions are able to invoke. A significant part of Russia’s 
2014 offensive against it lies in the realm of informa-
tion, which together with its military actions in Crimea 
and Donbas makes a grim cocktail called hybrid war. 
Ukraine’s reaction to Russian information threats, in 
particular, has been manifold. The national legal frame-
work has been complemented, inter alia, with an Infor-
mation Security Doctrine, a new Law on National Secu-
rity, and a Law on Decommunization. Additionally, the 
Ministry of Information Policy was created with the task 
to ensure Ukraine’s information sovereignty. Education-
al programs designed to teach citizens how to separate 
fact from fiction and recognize manipulation and hate 
speech have also been established. Fact-checking and de-
bunking initiatives have been on the rise, too.
Though these measures are not panacea, they certainly 
contribute to Ukraine’s information security and miti-
gation of ‘information disorder’ generated by Russia. 
Any further solutions will need to be based on the un-
derstanding of the complexity of the issue and, thus, a 
multi-disciplinary approach. International practice in 
combatting propaganda and disinformation should also 
be taken into consideration. 
Given that there will always exist a potential for Russian 
information influence in Ukraine, it should simply learn 
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to live with it, like with a chronic decease. Building a 
national identity separate from Russia, adopting and 
implementing effective policies and programs aimed at 
neutralizing ‘information disorder’, incorporating the 
teaching of relevant skills and knowledge into the edu-
cational system could create and maintain a necessary 
protective shield. Most important, however, Ukraine 
needs to transform internally. Only then it can win the 
hybrid war against Russia on its terms.
Based on a theoretical analysis approach, the paper will 
look into the nature of the ‘information disorder’, and 
how Internet and social media contribute to its growing 
influence. It will also examine what are the effects of the 
phenomenon, and how it threatens national and inter-
national security. With Russia arguably being the most 
aggressive in spreading disinformation nowadays, and 
Ukraine being the country affected by Russia’s infor-
mation offensive the most, the paper will try to analyse 
Ukraine’s policies and actions to combat Russia-gener-
ated ‘information disorder’. In the conclusion, the paper 
will explore the world’s best practices to tackle negative 
informing and will make an effort to suggest recommen-
dations on the issue.

the moDern interfaces of intermarium 
anD the fight against Destiny

adrian PoPa, Cristian barna (romania)
“Mihai Viteazul” National Intelligence Academy, 
Bucharest

Russia’s recent buildup of A2/AD forces in Crimea and 
Kaliningrad, coupled with its increasingly confron-
tational rhetoric in the Black and Baltic Seas, pose a 
serious challenge for the members of NATO’s Eastern 
flank. While the mare sui generis status of the Black 
Sea might be   altered under the expected inauguration 
of Canal  Istanbul in 2023 as it would probably require 
the revision of the Montreux Convention, the mare 
 liberum status of the Baltic Sea might also be expected 
to be questioned as  Russia contests NATO’s enhance 
Forward Presence in this region. Facing this challenging 
geostrategic context, Pilsudski’s ideas of Intermarium 
seem to have revived within the countries of Central 
and Eastern Europe under modern interfaces such as the 
Bucharest Nine and the Three Seas Initiative. This pa-
per proposes a comparative analysis between the Black 
Sea and the Baltic Sea in terms of their newly-emerged 
geostrategic context, discusses the feasibility of the re-
cent endeavours to promote cooperation within the 
countries of Central and Eastern Europe and highlights 
the utility of a regional military alliance in support of 
NATO.

‘hybriD censorship’ During the ‘hybriD 
war’: freeDom of speech anD expression in 
post-euromaiDan ukraine

mykola riabChUk (Ukraine)
Institute of Political Studies, Academy of Science of 
Ukraine

Within the past few years, the Ukrainian authorities 
have been heavily criticized by international watchdogs 
and independent observers for some legal steps and 
practical policies that allegedly curtail freedom of speech 
and access to information in the country. The govern-
ment and its supporters argue, however, that the poli-
cies are justified by the actual situation of war waged by 
neighboring Russia against Ukraine and have nothing to 
do with a censorship in a conventional sense but, rath-
er, represents a defensive measure against the enemy’s 
propaganda, subversion, and provocative disinforma-
tion. The debate represents a particular case of a broader 
controversy between the demand for unrestrained free-
dom of speech indispensable for modern democracy and 
the need of those very democracies to protect themselves 
from rogue individuals, groups, and regimes that have 
increasingly learned how to weaponize media and (dis)
information for their malevolent goals.

portrait of a pole anD a lithuanian in 
stuDent eyes

olena romanenko (Ukraine)
University of Warsaw

The purpose of this paper is to review the communi-
cations that exist with regard to Lithuanians and Poles 
and vice versa, and some other aspects of coexistence. At 
the very beginning, we consider the issues related to the 
category of stereotypes, their functioning in society and 
the ways of their correction.
Everyone is sensitive to the estimation of others, gives 
them great importance, is interested in what others think 
of him/her. A proper understanding of themselves and 
their community greatly affects the self-image, which has 
an impact on the perception of others. The stereotypes 
have a particular importance in situations where groups 
get together for close and frequent contacts, for example, 
“have a common geographical space, social and politi-
cal, which is shared by the state, or a group of neighbors” 
[Małgorzata Budyta-Budzyńska, Socjologia narodu i kon-
fliktów etnicznych. Warszawa: Wydawnictwo Naukowe 
PWN, 2010. – S.112.]. The same can be said about the 
students of different nationalities who met for example at 
the University. Of course, they are in the same group of 
students with different experiences and upbringing.
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The identification of autostereotypes of Lithuanian stu-
dents and their stereotypic relations to Poles is the sub-
ject of this study. For this purpose, two questionnaires 
were developed in English and filled out by Vytautas 
Magnus University students. The research was carried 
out by the author in Kaunas, Lithuania from November 
20 through December 4, 2016.

the secrets of matryoshka: theoretical 
explanation of russian strategic 
behaviour

demian shevko (Ukraine)
The National University of Ostroh Academy

This article examines the origins and nature of Russian 
present-day neo-imperialistic ideology that stands be-
hind a long chain of subversive actions undermining the 
very basics of a rules-based international system in the 
past decade. In the present study today’s Russia is un-
derstood as a comprehensive self-sufficient multi-level 
“system” in which language, literature, national myths 
and complexes constitute the foundation part, and leg-
islation, state and private institutions, media and other 
elements form stages of superstructure. A multidiscipli-
nary approach was used to capture the complexities of 
the phenomenon. Post-colonial frameworks were em-
ployed to examine Kremlin authoritarian nationalism in 
the context of Russian-Ukrainian relationships and to 
show that Ukraine is at the center of Russia’s identity 
quest. Furthermore, the research gives a scientific tool 
to reconcile and understand such, often seemingly mu-
tually exclusive, ingredients of the “ideological Russian 
doll” as nationalism, imperialism, messianism, inferior-
ity complex, orthodox extremism and the like.

jewish stuDies in post-soviet belarus

ina sorkina (belarUs)
University of Warsaw, Centre for Belarusian Studies

The report examines the main stages of the formation, 
achievements and problems of Belarusian Judaica as a 
separate line of research on the history and culture of 
Jews in Belarus. The concept of Judaica in my case is 
treated as a research on Jewish history and culture (Jew-
ish studies). The main attention is paid to the develop-
ment of Jewish studies in Belarus in the period after 
1991. 
Belarusian Judaica began to develop in the mid-XIX 
century as part of Russian Judaica. Belarusian Judaica 
as a subject of separate research dates back to the begin-
ning of the XX century. After the period of the domina-

tion of the Marxist interpretation of history, in the early 
90’s of the last century a revival of Jewish studies began 
in Belarus.
Nevertheless, the current state of research leaves much 
to be desired. First, after the collapse of the USSR, in 
Belarus the history of the Jews is not always perceived 
as part of the history of Belarus. Second, Judaica is still 
not supported in the academic environment. Third, the 
research process is hampered by an ignorance of Hebrew 
and Yiddish. Fourth, anti-Semitism takes place in Be-
larus.

toxic labels: the grammar of online hate 
speech

maGda stroińska, vikki CeCChetto, 
Grażyna drZaZGa (Canada)
McMaster University, Hamilton

While discrimination and prejudice are not new phe-
nomena, current political and social crises are exacerbat-
ed by the use of language manipulation and hate speech 
via social media platforms. As we are witnessing a new 
surge of nationalism that Hannah Arendt described as 
an attack at human dignity, it may seem that new tech-
nologies are employing new propaganda tools. How-
ever, most techniques have been used before: it is just 
the ease and speed of spreading dishonest information 
and hateful discourse patterns that makes this new hate 
speech different and particularly toxic. 
Just like the dictatorships and genocides of the 20th 
century, this new wave of nationalism dehumanizes 
the old and the new others: most of all the Muslims 
but also Jews, visible minorities, people of other faiths, 
sexual minorities, etc. (cf. Stroińska & Drzazga, 2018). 
Hateful discourse stigmatizes the “usual” targets and 
re-traumatizes the refugees and asylum-seekers because 
social media platforms give everyone the opportunity 
to express their views, whether positive or negative, and 
some governments give tacit permission for discrimina-
tion. This is the new banality of evil (Arendt, 1963) and 
the new dimension of hate that affects everyone (Wal-
dorn, 2012). 
As hate speech and propaganda appeal to emotions and 
not reason, one powerful way to stake the negative emo-
tions towards the so called ‘other’ is the manipulation of 
the labels given to them for reasons that fit the political 
agenda of the moment. With labels come altered mean-
ings. E.g. the use of the label migrants instead of the 
well-established immigrants (or refugees or exiles or asy-
lum seekers) gives rise to negative perception by shifting 
focus from ‘escaping persecution’ to ‘moving from place 
to place’ for no specific reason. Replacing words with 
their approximate but still only partial synonyms (as in 
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the war on terror instead of terrorism) can change the 
perception of reality and shape the emotional response 
to political and social events. Klemperer (2000) demon-
strated how in Nazi Germany old words were assigned 
new toxic meanings. Using the term migrant to describe 
people who need emergency assistance robs the victims 
of violence of societal compassion, takes away their – 
and in turn also our - humanity. 
In this paper we look at a number of referring expres-
sions (mostly nouns), lexicalized ethnic stereotypes (e.g. 
the use verbs such as gyp or jew), as well as the increase 
in violent terms (e.g. shatter, destroy when talking about 
arguments), to show how, through frequent usage, they 
desensitize audiences to their negative associations.  As 
linguists, we feel that it is our duty to identify and ex-
plain the power and the effects of hate speech against 
the displaced people and other others worldwide. For the 
purpose of this study, we use data from public online 
discourse on refugee and migration policies in Canada, 
Italy, the Netherlands, and Poland.

russian language anD regional security 
in post-soviet eastern europe

boGdan-alexandrU teodor, mihaela teodor 
(romania)
“Mihai Viteazul” National Intelligence Academy, 
Bucharest

Post-Soviet Eastern Europe has emerged as a contested 
linguistic space, where emotional exchanges over lan-
guage-related issues and disagreements over language 
policies have led to riots and even military conflicts and 
secession. According to socio-linguists in a society in 
which two or more languages are spoken, from the lin-
guistic coercion theory viewpoint one of the spoken lan-
guages claims a dominant language status, in this case 
it is the Russian and Belarussian examples are relevant.
This paper argues that one of the Russian hybrid ways to 
act toward post-Soviet and Eastern European countries 
was to influence the Russian language status and policies 
in several ways: supporting pseudo human-rights move-
ments and referenda for Russian to be declared a second 
official language; or offering military help to Russian-
speaking people in order to obstruct regional security 
at the border of the European Union and NATO. In 
this study I will consider data (collected from press, offi-
cial documents and academic papers) for six post-Soviet 
and Eastern European states (Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, 
Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova) regarding the evolution of 
the Russian language status and linguistic policies ap-
plied, in order to highlight the hybrid Russian tactics 
used to support inter-ethnic tensions, to divide societies 
and to increase social exclusion among communities.

the regional elite of the republic of 
belarus

siarhei tokts (belarUs)
University of Warsaw, Centre for Belarusian Studies

The Belarusian regional elite in the period of perestroika 
and after Belarus’s independence in 1991. Conservatism 
and reluctance to reform. Partial intra-generational re-
production by conversion as a result of the transforma-
tion of the administrative capital of the current local 
ruling elite into economic capital: part of the former 
party elite changes into a new economic elite. Historical 
selection of regional ruling elites during the presidential 
elections of 1994.
Strengthening authoritarian tendencies in the political 
system of Belarus after the presidential election. Political 
system of the state according to changes in the Con-
stitution of the Republic of Belarus 1996. Presidential 
administration (wertikal) and local authorities. Election 
system. Political parties in the regions.
Partial vertical reproduction of the ruling elites as a 
result of the professional advancement of those who 
occupy the old system in the sub-elite - revolution of 
deputies. The presidential administration of “wertikali” 
was built. Comparative analysis with other countries 
of Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union.
The social and geographical origin of representatives 
of regional ruling elites in modern Belarus, the level of 
education and typical career paths.
National and cultural identity of the regional elite of 
Belarus, attitude to the Belarusian language and a vision 
of the history of Belarus. Comparative analysis of the 
identity of regional Belarusian elites with other former 
republics of the Soviet Union and the countries of the 
communist bloc with special regard to Poland.
The character of local power relations with artistic elites 
and intelligence. Intergenerational reproduction of re-
gional ruling elites. Comparison of the regional Belaru-
sian elite with the Polish regional elite. Regional opposi-
tion elite in Belarus - dissidents or political kontrelita.

housing Development in post-socialist 
kyiv: problems anD perspectives

violeta tUma (Ukraine)
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy

Post-Soviet capital accumulation began in the places 
of concentration of assets relevant for the process of 
Ukraine’s integration into the global economy. During 
the last decade urban growth machine theory attracted 
the attention of critical researchers of post-socialist cit-
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ies, who have shown that an urban growth machine is 
not an exclusively Western phenomenon and that it can 
explain the transformation of urban centers which had 
just recently adopted a growth agenda (Valiyev 2014). 
The liquidity required by the Ukrainian market was 
provided thanks to the peculiar position of the local fi-
nancial market, relatively isolated from global ones. The 
Ukrainian macroeconomic environment, with its high 
inflation and de facto USD peg, promised high risks, 
but the potential returns were high as well. Acting in 
the interstices, it was possible to borrow cheaply in the 
Western markets and then lend in Ukraine at a much 
higher interest rate. These speculations were pumping 
huge amounts of liquidity into the national housing 
market, making obsolete the complicated processes of 
securitization. The spatial transformation did occur in 
Kyiv, bringing with itself more polarization, inequality 
and attacks on the right to the city for many Kyivans; 
nevertheless, the changes in the city’s landscape have 
very little to do with gentrification, which is a popular 
concept describing widespread phenomena pertinent to 
Western cities. The last ten years in the city’s discourse 
phenomena of a “creative class” as new actors on the real 
estate market in Kyiv become more and more visible. 
On the one hand, according to Richard Florida’s theory, 
it is a new elite who have a big influence on city devel-
opment by their values and huge economic capital. On 
the other hand, a precariat is a major group of citizens 
with bounded financial opportunities that provide a gap 
in the FIRE sector.

tenDencies of the aspiration of georgia 
towarDs europe in post-soviet space

eka vardoshvili (GeorGia)
Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

Historically, Georgia always was a carrier of European 
orientation. Priorities of the post-Soviet space are devel-
opment of civil society, involvement into modern Euro-
pean processes, activating the non-governmental sector, 
and freedom of the mass media. In this period, special 
attention was paid to the issue of youth. The deepening 
of cultural and scientific relations with the USA and Eu-
ropean countries are priorities for the post-Soviet space. 
Cultural integration for Georgia is one of the principle 
issues. Georgia strives towards entry into NATO and 
the European Union. For Georgian society this is the 
principle priority from the viewpoint of returning occu-
pied territory and pursuing an ongoing peaceful devel-
opment path in order to return to natural development 
and its cultural-historic space.

Defensive conservatisms in polanD 
anD russia: a biopolitical approach

alexandra yatsyk (PortUGal)
PIAST, Polish Academy of Science, Warsaw

In this paper I compare Polish and Russian nation-
al identity projects as they are being developed by the 
Kremlin and the ruling PiS party after 2012 and 2015, 
correspondingly. I particularly focus on a biopolitical di-
mension of these projects, as a set of certain mechanisms 
that applied by different power keepers (first of all, by 
the state and church) to foster the population through 
its bodily functions. I raise a question about nodal 
points of Poland’s and Russia’s collective identities and 
their institutional references as “illiberal democracies” to 
the European normative order. I argue, that despite the 
existing differences between the two national projects, 
they are similar in opposing themselves to the EU liberal 
paradigm and emphasizing traditional and religious val-
ues as the key principles in family planning, gender and 
sexual issues, migrants and workforce policy. I examine 
two types of biopolitical meanings. The first is incorpo-
rated into a set of measures on family, gender and sexual 
issues, that national governments of Poland and Russia 
apply to control and discipline the population. Those 
sources include the state programmes and legislation on 
the topic as well as their expert assessments and media 
coverage. The other type of source is art and media repre-
sentations of both nations in terms of identity-building, 
which I also study from a wider biopolitical perspective. 
I analyse Polish and Russian mythmaking on the cases 
of the “Smolensk tragedy” (2010) and the “Holocaust 
Law” issue (2018) in Poland, and the phenomenon of 
the “Immortal regiment” (2012-2018) in Russia.

the burning problem of orthoDoxy: 
a unification or Disintegration factor 
in eastern europe?

małGorZata ZaWadZka (Poland)
War Studies University, Warsaw

The synergy of the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) and 
the Russian state is by no means a new issue.  Although 
during Soviet times the ROC was extremely limited in 
operating on its own territory, it was heavily exploited to 
influence foreign actors, for instance through ecumenic 
or pacifist movements. However, after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, Orthodoxy has become a crucial part 
of the Kremlin’s state ideology, exported to neighboring 
countries. This strategy was somewhat challenged by 
the newly acquired autocephaly of Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church, yet the scope of both ideological and physical 
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(yet symbolical) ROC tools remains very broad. By ex-
ploring and analyzing this toolbox, as well as the efficien-
cy of Orthodoxy-based contemporary ideologies of Rus-
sia in nearby countries I seek to assess whether religion 
serves as an integration or rather disintegration factor. 
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